Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at 3.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Finnan McCoy.
Apologies:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh, Pearse McGeough

Mr Joe McGuinness, Mr Paul Gallagher


Officials:

Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer
-------------------------------

MINUTE 33/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 10th March 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
Matters Arising

Cllr McKenny proposed an enforcement order be issued in relation to minute 29/10-9.3, seconded by Cllr Minogue.
Cllr McCoy sought an update on Ardee Castle, Cllr Tenanty advised no update was available.
Cllr Hatrick sought an update on minute 20/10-Pump. Mairead Duffy advised an update would be sought from the Area Engineer.
MINUTE 34/10
Irish Walled Town Network
B. McSherry advised members that a draft Conservation Management Plan has been received and a funding application had been submitted for work to be carried out at the remains of Cappocks Gate.  He also advised that funding had been granted for the restoration of the Forrestors Banner subject to match funding being secured.
B. McSherry told members he would forward a copy of the Conservation Management Plan to each of them when it is finalised and he will keep them updated on the funding application for Cappocks Gate.

MINUTE 35/10
Town Improvement Fund
No additional projects were added.
MINUTE 36/10

Notice of Motion
4.1
From Cllr. Hatrick

“that Ardee Town Council write to the Department of the Taoiseach with regard to the continued out-sourcing of work to companies from outside the state particularly the E.S.B., Air-grid and the erection of electricity line poles etc, being carried out by companies from the U.K., and similarly Intercom who have engaged the majority of its workers and machinery from outside the state, a practice which has been going on for a vast number of years now, while full time Irish Free State workers with many of these companies had been given redundancy, this outsourcing practice has become normal in all state and semi state companies who continue outsourcing work to foreign companies at a time when hundreds of thousands of our own Free State workers are forced on to the unemployed Register because there is no prospect of them getting any work” 
Cllr Hatrick withdrew this motion to be re-submitted.
4.2 
From Cllr. Hatrick

“that every effort should be made by Ardee Town Council to oppose the present Government’s policy to close St. Brigid’s Hospital in the town; as this facility is much needed for the treatment of psychiatric patients both in hospital and as out patients.  St. Brigid’s Hospital is proven as a centre of excellence since its establishment in the 1930’s”

A discussion took place as to the changes which have taken place at St. Brigids’s over the years and it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the HSE requesting a meeting to discuss the future of the hospital.
MINUTE 37/10

Notice of Question
5.1
From Cllr Minogue
“What progress has been made on the proposed erection of a Band-Stand on the Fairgreen?
Cllr Hatrick informed members that Joan Martin had been unsuccessful in securing funding and had passed the project onto Joe McGuinness.  Cllr McCoy agreed to put forward a motion to the East Border Region Committee requesting funding for the project.
Minute 38/10
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Balbriggan Town Council – supported on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.
· South Tipperary County Council – supported on the proposal of Cllr McCoy, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
· Clones Town Council - supported on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.
· Bandon Town Council – All member supported
· Kilrush Town Council – All members supported

· Clonmel Borough Council - supported on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.
MINUTE 39/10

Correspondence

Mary Harney, T.D. – Noted
Nuclear Free Local Authorities – Cllr Hatrick referred members to the report on page 3 and encouraged members to join Mayors for Peace.
Tarbet Community Care Ltd – Noted, 
Mr Dermot Ahern, T.D. - Noted
MINUTE 40/10
AOB
Fairgreen – Cllr McCoy sought clarification on the procedure for hire of the Fairgreen and costs.  Mairead Duffy referred members to minute 77/08 and told Cllr McCoy that a charge of €200 per day is set as well as an agreement that any damage caused will be repaired. 
A discussion followed from which Cllr McCoy proposed an appropriate deposit to cover repairs is taken, seconded by Cllr McKenny.  It was proposed the deposit amount be set by the Town Clerk.

Cllr Malone asked if Town Councillors had the right to prevent anyone access to the Fairgreen.  Mairead Duffy will look into the matter.

Main Street – Cllr McCoy told members that the Main St. is breaking up at the Castle.  Mairead Duffy will pass the information onto the Area Engineer.
Vote of Sympathy - Cllr. Malone extended a vote of sympathy to the family and friends of Jack Bell.  Both Cllr. McKenny and Cllr. Tenanty wished to be associated with this vote of sympathy.

Cllr Tenanty extended a vote of sympathy to the Polish Community.

Industrial Action – Cllr McCoy expressed concerns about the Public Sector Industrial Action and felt that issues reported were not being dealt with.  Cllr McKenny and Cllr Tenanty disagreed with this statement and advised that they had received efficient service and had experienced no difficulties.
Litter – Cllr Farrelly highlighted a problem with illegal dumping.  He acknowledged that the Litter Warden had dealt with illegal dumping in Sean O’Carroll St but said there is an ongoing problem.  Cllr Farrelly proposed a change from financial penalties for offenders and suggested a period of litter collection in it’s place, seconded by Cllr McKenny.  The Bog, the Link Rd and St Josephs Ave were highlighted as litter problem areas.
Ramps – Cllr Minogue requested ramps in Hales St.  Cllr Tenanty advised that the Economic Development and Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee are currently discussing a policy to deal with ramps and he will update members when a policy is in place.

Loss of Agent – Cllr Tenanty raised concerns over the loss of the Local Authority’s Revenue Collector for the area.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Louth County Council requesting that the agent be re-instated or alternative payment facilities be put in place. 

Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
